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SCULPTING A GARL

' THE ART OF GORDON HUETHER
THE MODERN SENSIBILITY OF ROBERT SWATT



MODERN IN THE BLOOD

rchitect Kobert Swatt says he was born with a ¢

prolifi :.._|._I_|||l_. of award-winning projects, we
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ARCHITECTURAL MODELS FILL SWATT ARCHITECTS' BRIGHT EMERYVILLE OFFICE. THERE'S THE CLUSTER OF
THREE DIMINUTIVE, SINGLE-ROOM TEAMOUSES UNDER CONSTRUCTION IM THE SCUTH BAY, SEVERAL 14.000-
SQUARE-FOOT RESIDENCES, AND THE NEW, HIGHLY ACCLAIMED GREENCITY LOFTS IN EMERYVILLE, ONE OF
THE FIRST MULTIFAMILY PROJECTS IN THE COUNTRY DESIGNED ACCORBING TO GREEM PRINCIFLES. EACH
STUNMING IN ITS OVW/N WAY, THESE PROJECTS ARE JUST A SMALL SAMPLING OF THE PORTFOLID OF ROBERT
SWATT, FAIA, WHO HAS ATTAINED INTERMATIONAL RECOGNITION FOR CREATING HOMES THAT HAVE A MOD-
ERM SENSIBILITY BUT ALSO WARM, LIWABLE ELEMENTS AND A RESPECT FOR THE LOCAL TOPQGRAPHY,

"What you often hear about modern homes is thae poople
ddon’t knoww b vo inhabae them,” sass archarecr ane friemd
Pierluigs Serrano, author of NerCalMod: leons of Northern
ff.-lf{,":r.-n;rra Wodermeem, as well as several other books about
mosdern architecture. " They have too much glazing: they're
cold: they're aunsaere. People feel hike they're living 1n a2 mu-
SCRLIm., I\ri:ﬂ.l NCsCr I'lil"“:' l]'ll'.'!ld:' llﬂﬂ'll'l'h 'I-"u"i!h: Ih II".\- lﬂﬂl'rl.'i-.
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themselves,”

Perhagps thar's becawse building vhese homes is in Swarr's
11IIH H.I. I.I |I'|-l|"|k I Caannr ot '1:|Il t]I'L_ “.'1'“'1.] “Ith M I."._|'|Ii.'\'i:|....I ]'II.'
sivi. "l live and becathe arclutecture. Ths is my passion

in Dife.”

MODERN AT HEART
The ¥h-vear-ald architect grew wp in Los Angeles and was

mspired by carly medernism, He attended the Richard

Neutra—designed Emerson Jumsor High School, with its
15-fia-all shding doors made of steel and glass, and his
grandmather hired Rusdolf M. Schindler, another madern-
ist mastcer, to desagn her Nobby Knst Shap, Fle graduaned
from UC Berkeleys archiccture department an 1770 and
went on o work under renosvned archinears Cesar Pell and
I'I.l:l"lr"l-'.]l'-li] a"p. Fri-:nlm.‘lll. R"-'u—.l"' l'q]hll.lhl._il E'III'I- LW ] t;n“ 10
1978 and since has been creating a diverse peaalette ol de sign,
from resdential, commercial, and industrial 1w healtheare
and educational.
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community in 1993 when he designed Levi Strauss &
Cos San Francisco headquarters, called the lechousc.
Swart renovated two linked 1914 masonrey busldings warh
a glass-and-stecl structure, The resulting 200,000-sqpuare-
fot sensation recowed high acclaim and numerons
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exteriors

TM NOTINTO ISMS, ” SWATT $AYS. " MODERNISM IS WHAT THEY WERE DOING IN MY GRANDMOTHERS TIME, | LIKI

TO SAY THAT WHAT I'M DOING 15 ARCHITECTURE OF OUR TIME. THATS HOW 1T'S MODERN,”

His beeakthrough as a residemtial architect came a
conple years later wirth his own Faa Bay hame, where he
stall Dives wath s wale, Cristina, and three chaldren, Whhae
made the S 800-square-loot fesidence noteworthy was s
inbformal dessgn, its innovative placement on a challenging
hillsube lot, and ws seamless integranon with us surrooand-
s, Emploving a stepged construction, Swatt maximiaged
the exposure 1o light and views, and wirned the challenge
of the site’s slope into 2 wmigue design dement. *The Lamsd.
scape feels hke a room by the way the house 15 positioned
relative 1o the hill,” explains Renee Chow, an architect and
professor at UC Berheley. “The sense of what's inside and
what's outsade 15 not a dustince separatson, There's really a
- between the two”

These elements—the kniting together of intersor
and extersor spaces, the use of open Hoor plans, amd the
crcatve vse of mutenals—connect Swant o Califormas
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clear that his style is his own, "I'm not into “isms, © Swatt
says, CMledernism s what they were doing in my gramd- :
mother's e, | hke ve say that what Pm doang s archatee-
ture “of our time,” That's how 1it's mesdern,”

Although moders was an ugly woed for decades in
Northern Calitornia, the archiecural pendulum  has
finally swung back, a boon for Swatt, who is elated to be
alle o really Focus on the Californa modern archatecture
that he savs has ".l.h'-.nl."- been in Y IDNAT "There was
very lintle marker for this kind of work,” explains Sersaino,
“Plasks lras swrvaved waves of criticsm and hostility. He had
to fight a lot to be where he 1™

mwatt’s mvire than survived, “The world of design came
around, amd hinally | can do what | kae,” he savs, | fed

like the luckiest guy in own.”

KUDOS AND MORE KUDOS
Swan's Jove of—and proficiency with—the  modernis

ayle recemtly coughe the attentwn of the architectural
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commupiy agan, catapuliing bim once more into the
lunchight. ln 20606 alonc, throe ol his firas progects were
recognized by The Amencan Institute of Archuects, East
Fay, for their sustanding dessgn,

The 2,7 H-square-foot Conrad home 1o Savsalite was
banlt on the site of a single-story 19908 home orgginally
cesigned by architect Roger Lee. The buillding had suftered
reparable structural damage, prompuing the owners
rebunld Prom scranch, Using runr-.lml-h-:-.in'| CONSTrCE o,
Swvatt paicd homage o the host buibdang, but be also infuscd
a mdern, open Layout that masimizes the surrounding
landscape amnd vicws,

Swatts Gradman bhowse, in the small community
ol Deseriess Mk, -i|||i1.|r:3. fowuises ofn thie sies wirislss
eowironment. The home's tive levels siep with the s
shoped wpograply, with coch bedroomn opening onto its
own private hillsile terrace whale the lvang and dimng
arcas open w expansive terraces with beautiful views of

wiey lands andd the voown of Poing Keves Seanion
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Lofs on the Oakland/ Emervville border, This collection
of 62 loft combominmems in bive banbdings 1s one of the finst
lll.llhil.ll'ln'l'y I'I'rllir-l.h in the ¢ RENTrY lir\l',_',.'tﬂl ALK |-n|||1_;: Tew
ereen principles. The project focuses on wsing recycled and
suvainable materials, maximizing energy elhowency, amd
imarntinnimng a healthy imtenor envirosment. ~“We know
a lot about healthy |'~1.Ii]-|hl|i."- oAy, %avs Swatt, “hecause
w e Just thone the healthsest bulding arowmd.”

Elemems of the project relect the typscal loft style
bt also blend imo the surtounding diverse residential,
commercial, and industrial neghborhbosd. High cealings
and large expames of glas are typecal of Invefwaork lof
spaces; feverse h.l_'_h' windows, Insed glass, balconses, stairs,
Al Al recall residential edibes; amd hiler comeint
pancls wpped with boaw-slope standing scam rools are a
il o the mdustrial surroundings.,

While these three progects are vastly dabferent, each car
ries Bl threads of Swands design concepas: modernisi
comtrasted with warm, readiional 1ouches, Concepas of a

Tman "l'uil.ll I!Ililill.'rll 'ill ]1i"-l|!lhil'l.|. -
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